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: Our origade was coaposed of 4 small regiments, reduced probatl
jafter the batitle of Chancelliorsville to about 1,0CC men, 2nd con-
gisting of the 154th ew York, 124th llew York, 27th Penneylvanisz,
and T2rd Pennsylvania. Frca these, SC nen eachn nad been detalled

at daybreak of July 1lst, to form an otserving variy, in the nature
ol a plcket force, to march along the left flank of our corps uvon
~ite march, to look out for the enemy and prevent surprise. This
Cieteil left us not more than &CC men with whilch we went into ac-
‘tion. ¢f these the 732rd Pennsylvania was held in reserve, back by
tne railraod, in thz outskirts of the village. About 3 o'clock we
.marched from Cemetery ©1ll down throush the princlvlie street, angd
sut .th1e one running varallel to the one near us, across the oven
{1214 between, 3nd past the briclt house whilch you see there; zand
when the rear of the line had crossed this street we were halted

and came to a front with the 124th on the right in what was a
wheatfield then; the 154th in the center, along where we stand;

and the 27t Fennsylvania on the left, out towards the brick house.
“his higher zroundi whilch you see cozaencing near where we stand,

and extendling on pragst the brick house and across the street tevond,
whille it nrotected the left of our line, also prevented 1its Tiring,
except oblliguely to the right. Qur left ought to have been aivanced
upon this hilgher ground where we could observe the whole moveament

of the enemy, and doubtless would have been, except for a strong
post and a rail fence which occupled the same positlon as this
present one. The eneamy consisting of Zarly's whole division canme
down uvon us almost before we nad zot in llne.

I heard cannon and some musketry firing off 1n front and to our
left as we marched out under cover of this hiczh zZround, and believed
that we Jjolned onto scmethin., 30 that we would be Detter protecteid
on our left. Zven from tre right of my reglment, where I lumediately
went, as sSoon as we c¢amne to a front and the flring coumenced, I
could see nothinz of now far the eneny's rizht extended on our
‘left. I relled uvwon oriers for withdrawins the rexizent in case we
were in danzer of veins Tlankedl in tlat directlon. ‘e stopped the
eneany and were holdins them in our front, ut their line so far

overlapped the 134th on our rizht that they swung zround alnsst in
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thelr rear, and h2d such an enfilading filre uron them and our
whols line, that that resiment was compelled to rive way, and
I lmmedlately gave orders for ay resiment to fall back. They
retreated. towards the left. “hen I reached 2 vssition in rear
of whers the 27th Pennsylvaniz hai forned, I fournd that they haid
been withdrawn without oy knowledse, and that the eneuny had out-
flanked us to 2 much zreater asxtent uvon our left than on the
.right; that thelr line had advanced unopposed Zown the road and
; 2across the open fleld Teyond. The cround directly in rear of the
position which we had occuvied, was cut u? into villagze lots
. sBurrounded by board fences, so that the retreat was greatly ilmpzded
in that direction. T™e men beins almost entirely surrounded by-tWe
- énedy,. who outnuiitered thew more than 5 to 1 ani were ri;:nt in their
midst, many of our men were cocnpelled to surrender. N
After the battle I was informed that the brigade commander sent
an order for the 184th and 134th to retreat at the same time he
“Wlthdrew the 27th Pennsylvania. This order I d1d not receive. It
was very uniortunate that I 4id not, as I had confidently relled
‘upon recelving such an order in cage there arose unusual danger
from the direction in which I cculi not see. -
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